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U V HEN theauthorbecame 
acquainted more at large with the religious 
world, he had frequent opportunities of con- 
verſing vith ſeveral ſerious perſons who at- 
tended the miniſtry, but neglected, or were 
averſe to meet with their brethren for ſocial 
prayer, and experimental converſation. 
Some omitted for want of information 
concerning the nature and excellency of 
theſe meetings; ; and others through a miſ- 
taken notion that the conſtant uſe of public 
worſhip rendered them altogether un- 
neceſſary. Now, as he had found the week- 
ly claſſes of great utility to his own ſoul, 
he was the more ſolicitous to. recommend 
them to others. He wiſhed alſo to preſent 
them, with a ſmall treatiſe which more fully 
illuſtrated the neceſſity and advantages of 

By mutual 


| iv. 


mute} communion ; but knowin. g of no- 
tbing expresſiy wrote upon the ſub je dl, he 
thought it moſt adviſable to communicate 4 
his thoughts in private letters. It was ſoon 
found, however, that theſe limits were 100 


| ſcanty to enter adequately on ſo delicate a 
ſiubject; he, therefore, chapged his deſign 


> 


; and gave it the preſent "=" 


Tux book is iaferibed to the chriſtian 
reader, being ſolely intended for the uſe of 
thoſe who have begun to ſeek and ſerve 
the Lord; nevertheleſs, ſhovid it fall into 
the hands of any ſcoffing or diſaffected 
perſons, it may evince, that there is no- 
thing in theſe ſocial means of grace which 
we are aſhamed to own, or unable to vin- 

dicate. Herein, we only w iſh to glorify 
God and to ediſy one another. 
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& The Origin of Religious Society, mutual 
ZE communion—Specimens of its Hiſtory, 
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T HE moſt wiſe and indulgent Author of 
1 Nature, hatlr formed all his creatures 
 # propitious to the ſocial life. It is obvious 
e in the whole ſcale of beings, from the mi— 

nuteſt inſect, to the moſt enormous animal. 
The ſportive ſholes in the deep; the cheer- 
d FF ful tribes of the air; the peaceful flocks in 
O- MW iheneld ; the voracious beaſts of the foreſts, 
ch all are ſenſible to the delightful charms of 
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wy lociety, and to the happineſs and pleaſure 
6 it affords through everyſtage of life. The 
117 human ſpecies, whether in ſavage or civi- 


lized ſtate, impreſſed by initinet, and impel- 
led by want, have formed tliemſelves into 
political, commercial, or benevolent aſſo— 
ciations, and every member contributing 
its part, has added to the happineſs of the 
Whole, Society, however, is no where ſo 

I advantageouſly 


66 
advantageouſly experienced as in the 
church of God. Here it is leſs incom- 
moded with moral evil; and here it is re- 

plete with virtue, and ſecured by ties of 2 
eternal moment. Each of its members are 
called to be one with Chriſt, as he is one 
with the Father; and being members of his 

myſtical body, they are fellow members 
one of another: and, therefore, of all 
bleſſings, next to the enjoyment of God, 
the communion of ſaints is to be prefer- | 
red. Religious ſociety is not to be claſſled KM 
with political, commercial, or even with | 
the beſt of human inſtitutions. Its origin | 
is from heaven, and its obligations divine. 
1 hat it is not of human inſtitution is ap- 
arent from the earlieſt pages of the goſpel | 
Hare Here we ſee the Redeemer diſ- 
tinguithing by baptiſm, the ſincere and the 
penitent from the crowding multitudes 
we ſee him delegating the apoſtles to teach 
and baptize all nations; and we ſee the 
apoſtles every where forming churches, and 
| finally committing their authority to Elders 
| and Fathers, that the diſcipline and order 
of Chriſt might be prelerved to poſterity 
in its uncorrupted and original form. 


Now, as it is ſolely of the mutual com- 
munion, or ſocial fellowſhip of theſe 
5 churches, 


{ty 


churches, upon which the following papers 


hn quent treat; and, as the communion 


ere contended for, was never maintained 


but by chrillians of real ſimplicity and ge- 


nuine experience; I wou!d with to remove 
the idea of novelty from the reader, by 
adducing lome Ipectnens of its hiliory, 
and toconciliate his affections by the ſancu- 
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Wirk regard to the inſtituting and pro- 
moting of mutual communion, it is wit 
the utmoſt ſatisfaction, we review the aſidu- 


ity and care of the original founders of 


Chriſtianity. They were not contented with 
inſtructing the multitudes in public; but 
made the molt affectionate enquiries con- 


cerning the faith and piety of their more 


immediate followers. The repentant Jews, 
who vere admitted to the baptiſm of John, 
confeſſed their ſins, or ingenuouſly ac- 


| knowledged the irreligion and proſaneneſs 


of their former lives; and each received 
advice and comfort as his caſe required. 
To ſome, who applied to the Lord Jeſus 


for corporeal relief, it was ſaid ; believe ye 


that I am able to do this? To another, 
doft thou believe on the Son of man ? and to 
the apoſtles, whom ſay ye that I am? The 
affecting caſe of Saint Peter is peculiarly 
VVV to 
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is maſter, and three times it was repeat- 


the divine impulſe that Saint Philip ſaid to 
the noble Eunuch, Underſtandeſt thou what 
thou readeſt 2 and, when the diſcourſe had 
lo far convinced his judgment, and gained 
his heart, that he propoſed himſelf as a 
candidate for baptiſm ; Philip ſaid again, 


4%? So, likewiſe, to thetwelve whom Saint 


the baptiſm of John; it was his firſt, and 


| houle to houle. And, as our bleſſed Lord 


nor the heart of the multitudes were pre- 
_ pared to receive, or being ignorant of their 


(8) 


to our purpoſe: three times he had denied 


ed, Simon fon of Jonas, loveſt thou me 
more than theſe 2. wp 

Tu Apoſtles in acquiring a thorough 
knowledge of the ſpiritual ſlate of all their 


diſciples, firictly imitated the. benevolent He 


example of their Lord, and followed the 
directions of the Holy Spirit. It was by 


1 thou belteveſt with all thy heart, thou may- 
Paul found at Epheſus, who had received * 


indeed, his moſt important enquiry, Have | 
ye recerved the Holy Ghoſt fince ye believed! 
In this city he beſtowed a larger proporti— 
on of his labours than in any other; one 
while teaching in public; and another, from 
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had many things to diſcloſe to his diſciples | 
in private, which neither the underſtanding 


worth 


EP 


worth. they might have caſt the pearls bes 
7 neath their feet; ſo the apoltle had families 
and catechumens to inſtruct in private ; he 


had the tempted and diſtreſſed to ſupport Fe 


and comfort; he had the offenders and 
© backſliders to admoniſh and reclaim ; and 
= he had to learn the ſpiritual {late of all the 


church by converſing with them in conve- 


nient parties. Theſe happy toils, and theſe 
= focial delights were ſoendearingto him, that 


they ſeem to have been the principal enjoy- 


15 ment hepromiſed himſelf, from his intended 
vilit to the ſaints at Rome, whoſe faith and 


piety were celebrated throughout the world. 5 


1 I long to fee you, ſays he, that 1 may impart 
Pi, unto. you ſome {; yiritual gift, to the ent] you 


may be eftabliſhed, that is, that I may be com- 


335 ted together with you, by ihe uu $6 wth 


| 99th of you and ME. 
As the apoſtle Was active to eſtabliſh and 


promote mutual communion in all the 
churches WENT 1 reſent; fo he was impor- 
tunate in his ! 2tters that they (hould pre- 
let ve it in has abſence. He impreſſes it on 
the Hebrews as the ſafe oft way to avoid the 
evils of fin, and the terrors of puniſhment. 
Tale heed, b; ellen; teaſe there be in any of 
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| to our purpoſe: three times he had denied V 
38 maſter, and three times it was repeat- -n 


ed, Stmon fon of Jonas, loveſt thou me 
more than theſe ? 1 


Tur Apoſtles in acquiring a thorough 
knowledge of the ſpiritual ſlate of all their 
diſciples, ſtrictly imitated the. benevolent 
example of their Lord, and followed the 
directions of the Holy Spirit. It was by 

the divine impulſe that Saint Philip ſaid to 

| the noble Eunuch, Underſtandeſt thou what 
| Zhou readeſt 2 and, when the diſcourſe had 
| Ao far convinced his judgment, and gained 
his heart, that he propoſed himſelf as a 
candidate for baptiſm ; Philip ſaid again, 
{} thou belteveſt with all thy heart, thou may- . 
c/! So, likewiſe, to thetwelve whom Saint 
Paul found at Epheſus, who had received 
the baptiſm of John; it was his firſt, and > 
indeed, his moſt important enquiry, [fave 
ye recetved the Holy Ghoſt ſince ye believed? 
In this city he beſtowed a larger proporti— 
on of his labours than in any other; one 
while teaching in public; and another, from 
houſe to houle. And, as our bleſſed Lord 
had many things to diſcloſe to his diſciples | 
in private, which neither the underſtanding 
nor the heart of the multitudes were prc- 

| pared to receive, or being ignorant of their 
£ worth 
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worth, they might have caſt the pearls be- 


2 neath their feet; ſo the apoſtle had families 
and catechumens to inſtruct in private; he 


had the tempted and diſtreſſed to ſupport 


and comfort; he had the offenders and 


7 backſliders to admoniſh and reclaim ; and 
x he had to learn the ſpiritual ſtate of all the 
church by converſing with them in conve- 
nient parties. Theſe happy toils, and theſe 

22 focial delights were ſoendearingto him, that 
they ſeem to have been the principal enjoy- 
ment he promiſed himſelf, from his intended 

viſit to the ſaints at Rome, whole faith and 
> piety were celebrated throughout the world. 
long to ſee you, lays he, that I may impart 
unto you ſome [hiritual gift, to the endl you. 
may be eftablifhed, that is, that I may be com- 
Jorted together with you, by the mutual fail 

both of you and me. OO 
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As the apoſtle was active to eſtabliſh and 
promote mutual communion in all the 
churches while preſent : fo he was impor- 
tunate in his letters that they thould pre- 
W lerve it in his abſence. He unpreiles it on 
W the Hebrews as the ſafeſt way to avoid the 
Wo evils of fin, and the terrors of puniſhment. _ 
{are heed, brethren, leaſt there be in any of 

e "wo 


B 3 


1 


you an evil heart of unbelief, in departing 
from the living God © but exhort one another 
daily while it is called to day, lenſt any of 
you be hardened through the decet tfulneſs of 
fin. Let us confider one another, to provoke 
unto love and good works : not fo rfaking the 
aſſembling of ourſelves together, as the man- 
ner of ſome is; but exhorting one anoiher : 
and fo much the more as ye fee the day ab- 
proaching. It is as a preſervative againſt 
the ſame evils, that mutual communion is 
recommended to the Theſſalonians. Mhere- 


Fore comfort yourſelves together, andedifyone 9 


another, even as alſo ye do, The molt effec- 
tual method of doing it is more particularly 
expreſſed in the epiſtle to the Colloſſians. 
Let the word of Chriſt dwell in you richly in 


all wifdom 5 teaching and admoniſhing one 


another in palms and hymns and bur tual 
fongs, ſinging with grace in your heart to” 
the Lord. So allo in St. Jude: But ye be- 
loved, building up yourſelves in your moſt 
holy faith þrayin in the Holy Ghoſt : keep 
yourſelves 1n the js of God, looking for the 


Mercy of 0; o Lord Jeſus Chr; 2 unto eternal 
4 Me 


IN purſuing the hiſtory of mutual com- i 


munion Irom the Poller time to the re- 
formation, 
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; | tion can be derived concerning the hiſtory 


TY) 


reti I find myſelf Labs ern- 
J barraſled, partly from want of learning 

and time to read, and partly becauſe the 
4 writings of thoſe ages abound ſo much with 
the contentions of biſhops, ard diſputations 


8, againſt heretics, one condemnins and ex- 


6h 


ÞR ommunicating another ; that littte is fold, 
how the truly faithful edifed one another 
in private. 1 his, however, is very appa- 
rent, that wherever there has be en a revi- 
val of pure religion, there has alſo been in 


one form or other a revival of mutual com- 


g munion; and wherever there has been a 
declenſion of religion, mutual communion 
B has declined in proportion. But being a 
Tas exerciſe of devotion, which the 
4 faithful cultivated among themſelv es, leſs 
has been ſaid of it in writings intended for 


che public eye. The authors of the firſt. 


F | three centuries, or the pure ages of Chriſti- 


1 
: 
E 
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4 q -nity were almoſt infinite“; but as few of 


7 ſ their writings have eſcaped the ravages of 


time, and come down to us, little informa- 


of 


| ; In opuſculis autem poſteriorum, (ſays Aguſtine,) quæ | 
2 libris INUMERABILIRUS continentur, {ed nullo modo illi 
ſacratiſſimæ canonicarum ſcriptuarum excellentiæ coæ- 
t quantur, etiam in quibuſcung ; ; eurem invenitur cadem 
Veritas, longe tamen eſt impar auQtoritas, 


Contra Fault. Tom. 2. lib, ii. c. 5 


(12) 


of theſe ſocial means: although it was then 


they flouriſhed in their priſtine vigour. 
Frequent exhortations, indeed, we hnd to 
fellowſhip, unity, and love; and ſometimes 
the brethren are highly commended for a- 
bounding in all theſe virtues ; but no trea- 
tiſe is found expreſsly upon the ſubject. 
The three ſucceeding centuries produced 
allo a prodigious quantity of writings; and 
I am happy to find that the Fathers 11 com- 
menting en the above texts, and on ſome 
other pallages of wth ws as well as in 
expounding this article of the Creed,“ the 


* communion of ſaints,” have not only 
| briefly recommended, but ſtrongly inculcat- | 


ed a ſocial communication of experience. 


Ir any remains of the genuine primitive 


church were to be found in Europe, at the 


dawn of the Reformation, it was among 
the Vaudors, in the vallies of Piedmont. 
The poverty of whoſe ſituation, and the 
 mwacceſſible mountains which ſurrounded 
and divided their country, equally defend- 


ed them from the ravages of tyrants, and 


the avarice of prieſts. At Geneva, in the 


. 1664. juſt after the perſecution which 


ad nearly conſumed the whole of thoſe 


innocent pepole; John Leger publiſhed a 


general 


1 9 

general hiſtory of their churches; and from 
eren, of ſermons, preached by their 
Barke, in the eleventh and twelfth centu- 
Fries, he has fully evinced, that they were 
# then perfectly free from the errors of pa- 
pal Rome; and that they retained the doc- 
& irines of Chriſtianity | in their primitive pu- 
= rity: and as they knew nothingof John Huls, 
Jerome of Prague, or of any other refor- 
mers till thoſe of Switzerland, he preſumes 
chat their purity had remained lrom the 

apoſtles' time. | 


7 For the better inſpection of morals; for 
1 the inculcating of categorical inſtructions ; 

and for the communication of experience, 
each village was provided with an Elder, 

or with two or three if it were large: and on 
the ſunday preceding adminiſtration of the 
Holy Sacrament, it was pubirſhed in the 
church, that each claſs, or the little com- 
pany to whom the Elder was a ſpiritual 
guardian, ſhould mcet in his houſe at ſuch 
an hour the enſuing week. Accordingly, 
the miniſter procceded from village to 
village, catechizing the children, and 

ſpeaking with each member concerning 
his faith and experience, Moreover, if he 


ihould 


(14) Y 

ſhould have“ omitted one tEro vg) inadver- uy 

tancy, the perſon omitted would go and 7 

complain of it to the miniſter as though he "xe 
had done him a great injury. So they ter- 

n inatcd the difference by an amiable inter- 

view. : Far 


How mutual communion has ſubſiſted in Mic. 
the church of Rome ſince the time of Gre- 
gory, the laſt Pope they ever canonized, it 
is rather difficult to give a diſtintt account, 
as the converted prieſts which have been oi 
frequently found in that community, have 
aſſumed a diſcretionary power, and adopt- 
ed ſuch methods as ſeemed beſt calculated in 
to anſwer the purpoſe. Among the Moli- Mr 
nos'the Jeſuits, and other fraternities, the pt- 
ous catholicks choſe a director, or ſpiritual Mer 
guide, to whom they communicated their th 
experience, or in Cale of abſence, they did | 
it by letter, and implicitly received his di- 
rections and interpretations of ſcripture: 
And, if ve may judge from reading the 
lives of their ſaints, this method afforded 
. "ON IN 1 
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* $; l'on avoit Jaifſe quelcun par inadvertance ſans lui 
Faire rendre raiſon de la foi, il eu fera ſes plaintes comme 
fi ſon Paſteur tui ut fait grand tort, and le Von termine 
les differens qui ſ'y rencontre, ſ'i y en a. Lib. i. p. 211. 


(15) - 
hem a conſiderable de >gree of edification 


q Ind comfort: and indeed, it 18 men to be 
Fegretted that little of it is no to be found, 


_ Av n e let D 
Fanked among any mode of mutual com- 

| 4 union whatever; nor ſhould I have no- 

in Miced it in this place, had not many of the 

e- Mninformed frequently confounded it with 

it pur weekly claſſes, It is true, confeſſion is 

. 8 22432 in the e and was en- 


li Vas 19tally bet er till hs eim nd 
e: Mtwelfth centuries, when ſome of their bi- 
he Mſhops favored the world with the ſublime dil- 
ed covery. Happy, indeed, were thoſe pre- 
m {lates accounted who firſt began to N 
the church with this eee ee of diſ- 

lui cipline. The higher orders of the clergy 
me © were the earlieſt to conceive its importance; 
11, and the lower pan of courſe. All 
TEE agreed ; 


616) 


agreed to acknowledge its utility as it ele- 4 
vated them to a ſuitable dignity, and gave 
them proper authority over the conſcience 
of the limple, the ſecrets of families, and 
the wealthof the opulent. It empowered 4 
them to diſpenſe at pleaſure, the infinite 
ble! Ngs ot the kingdom of God; and to 
bindand looſe in all ſpiritualcaſes under the jj 
immediate fanctionof heaven. Nothing now 


was wanting to make its utility of unixer— 


{al extent; but the approbation of a general 
council, which it obtained at Lateran in the Me 
„car 1215. By the twentiethcanon of this 
general council, it was ordained under the 
penaliy of excommunication, that every 
male and female ſhould confeſs their fins to 2 
their on Proper prieſt, at leaſt once every 
year, at which time the pemitent was grave- 
 Iyadmoniſhed not to keep back any part, 
left he ſhould incur the tremendous punith- 
ment of Annanias and Saphira.* After the | 
deciſion of this council, the holy trade of 
confeſſion, penance, and abſolution, was | 


carried on with as much aſſiduity as the ho- 
ly war had been proſecuted with vigour.— 
But I am a heretic : it were injurious, or 


even Jacrilege 1 in me to attempt an lu. 
tration 


W 2 S 2 5 fo. henwwusy 
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tration of its infinite importance: we will 
hear its eulogium by one of their moſt diſtin- 
guiſhed prelates and princes of eloquence. 
a “ Nothing coſts a man more, (ſays Maſ— 
ſillon) than to acknowledge his guilt. 
As pride is our firſt propenſity ; and, 
E moreover, as the conſciouſneſs of our 
X fins ſully aſſures us, that if we diſcover what 
ue really are, we ſhall be accounted worthy 
ok the greateſt contempt ; ſo we give birth 
io an abyſs of diſſimulation concerning e- 
he RG very thing which paſſes within us. All our 
lis Müfe is little elſe but one continued diſguiſe 0 
to all our actions we ſubjoin the Was i of 
another, and what appears our juſt portrait, 
is never ſo in reality,” VV 


But there is one thing much more de- 
ix pore; our pride enters into our very 
W humiliation ; and the avowal of our crimes 
is often nothing but a guilty artifice which 
- of MW conceals them: ſo that our diſſimulation is 
was Carried to the feet of the terrible tribunal, 
where we go to manifeſt the ſecrets of 
our heart, and to be judged before Jeſus 
Chriſt.” —A little farther he ſays, © we make 
a kind of conſcience to mix with the avow- 
al of our fin the artifices and palliations of 
ERS Ween 
Rien ne colite plus a Phomme, qui de ſ*avoucr con- 
pable, &c. deim. ſur la Confeflion, e 


* 


(48-3 | 
pride, which ſhew but half the conſcience ; 4 
and we reckon that we have ſufficiently diſ- * 
e duty when we have ſo diſco- - ' 


—_—_ 


vered the fin, as to hide the ſinner.“ 


= * Yes, my brethren, it is the firſt concern 
= with moſt who prepare for penitence, not 
| to enquire into their ſins, but to ſeek eva- 
ſive terms to impoſe on the holy miniſter, 
appointed to hear them. A ſtudied arrang- 
ment of words is the whole of their exa- 
mination : and the only preparation for the 
ſacrament, 1s preciſely with them, to have 
acquired after many reſearches, the art of 
avowing their guilt in ſuch a manner, as 
not to communicate the ſmalleſt informati- 
on concerning their ſins.” 


= 
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From theſe paſſages, it is plain enough, 
that the unawakened are wholly incapable 
of taſting the pleaſures of experimental 
converſation ; or if they give any account 
of their ſpiritual ſtate, it can only be a mere 
confeſſion of fin, or an acknowledgment of 
their former di ſſipation, and defireot future 
amendment: conſequently tooblige themto 
conſeſs by eccleſiaſtic rigours is 95 


bog» A. N G ² ˙ K . A wo n—__e.e 


to drive them 
Into all the avenues of hypocrily and deceit. 


We come next to give a ſpecimen of 
mutual communion from the Lutheran 
EE ens churches, 


SK 


5 . 
0 churches, which are by far the moſt numerous 
of all the Reformed. It is ſelected from the 
life of that zealous and diſtinguiſhed paſtor 
John Frederic Nardin, who with a tew o- 
2 thers were converted to God in the begin- 
ning of this century, while purſuing their 
ſtudies at the Univerſity of Tubigue. In 
the year, 1716, Mr. Nardin entered on his 
miniſtry at Blamont, where he ſeems tohave 
been particularly directed by the divine 
providence, His fermons, ſays his ſucceſſor 
and ͤbiographer, reſembled thoſe of John the 
Baptiſt, one whiledenouncing theterrors of 
the Lord againſt all the impious, and ano- 
ther directing the awakened to the Lamb 
of God, which taketh away the ſins of 
che world. As pcople were often applying 
in diſtreſs of conſcience he judged moſt 
expedient to meet them together in his own. 
houſe, that each might profit by the expe- 
rience of others, as well as by his particu- 
lar advice. After the converſation he read 
a portion of ſcripture and briefly explain- 
ed it, ſung a pſalm or hymn, and conclud- 
ed with prayer ſuited to the ſtate of every 
oo Ss 


_ Theſe domeſtic aſſemblies, it is true, occa- 
ſioned a great deal of noiſe in the world. 
Some thought them very dangerous and ille- 
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( 28 } 1 
gal practices, and others wondered that Mr. 
Nardin ſhould preſume to worſhip out f 
the church. To each of theſe the biogra- 
pher replies, and refers them to the many 
pious and learned divines of the reformed 

church, who have wrote, Do cura anima- 
rum fhecralt : particularly, to a poſthumus 
treatiſe of the celebrated Oſtervald, Des 
entreizenspreux: and indeed, I am extreme- 
ly happy to ſee ſo reſpectable a name as 
Oſtervald among the advocates for expe- 
rimental converſation. _ ET fd Te 


Mx cannot take leave of our continen- 
tial brethren without adducing an inſtance 
of mutual communion from the Calviman 
nurclhles: andhere we have an opportunity 
of doing it from one of the greateſt revivals 
oh religion, that ever took place in any one 
church during the preſent century. In 1718 
Mr. Roldanus, miniſter of Nieuwkerk in 
the province of Guelderland, called to his 
aſſiſtance, a Mr. Gcrardus Kuypers. This 
holy zealous man ſeeing the ignorance and 
impiety of the pariſh, judged it expedient 
to catechize the more ignorant part of the 
cangregation in public, that they might 
attain a more diſtmct notion of Chriſtiani- 
ty and of its principal doctrines. This 
produced the deſired effects; the people 
| 95 were 


5 piety, he appointed ſeveral experience 
meetings every ſunday evening in the 


* * 
* 
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& ings continually increaſed by the awakened, 


Eo 


# were ſtirred up to pray, and to ſearch the 


holy Scriptures. Seeing theſe dawns of 


houſes of thoſe that feared God. Here he 
particularly enquired how they had profit- 
ed by the miniſtry of the day; what 
temptations they had laboured under; and 


what were their particular views of religion 


and of a regenerate ſtate, As thefe meet- 


the fatigue of meeting them, after the la- 


bours of the pulpit, was too great: Mr. 


Kuypers, therefore, changed them to other 
convenientevenings,andmetthepeopleatter 
their return from labour. Sometime after this 


while Mr. Roldanus was opening thoſe pro- 


phetic words of the Seventy-ſecond Pſalm, 


= here ſhall be a handful of corn in the earth 


upon the top of the mountain 5 the fruit 


thereof ſhall be like Lebanon, and they of 


the city ſhall flouriſh like graſs of the earth ; 


a woman in diſtreſs of eonſcience cried a- 
loud for mercy, which was followed by the 
cries of ſeveral others. From this time 
their miniſtry was frequently incommoded, 


or rather honoured with the voice of thole 


God. 5 Sometimes fifty On a day have come 


who wept aloud on account of their fins, | 
and for a ſenſe of the pardoning mercy of | 


to Mr. Kuypers' houle in diſtreſs of con- | 


3 {ctence 


(22) 
ſcience; and at other times he has ſpent the 
whole day in viſiting them from houſe to 
| houſe. The various labours and ſucceſſes of 
thele worthy paſtors occaſioned of courſe 
aà vaſt deal of rumour in the country, which 
brought crouds of people from the neigh- | 
bouring pariſhes, and ſome from Dort: ſe— 
veral hundreds of whom, we are told“ ex- 
perienced the power of the word, and the 
efficacy of converting grace. Here we have 
only to lament that the miniſtry of theſe 
men, ſhould have been confined to a ſingle 
pariſh : they feem to have been every way 
prepared to revive religion through all the 
ſtates of Holland, 
FOM the numerous inſtances of mutual 
communion, promoted by our Engliſh paro- 
chial clergy, before the act of uniſormity; a 
ſpecimen is ſelected from the Media of Mr. 
Iſaac Ambroſe, ſometime miniſter of Prel- 
ton in Lancaſhire, © Chriſtians,” ſays 
this judicious man, *© mult drive an open 
and a free trade; they muſt teach one an- 
other the myſteries of godlineſs. Tell 
your experience; and tell your conflicts; 
and tell your comforts, As iron ſharpeneth 
iron, as rubbing of the hands maketh both 
warm, and as live coals make the reſt toburn; 
fo let the fruit of ſociety be mutually ſharp» 
_—_— SO CGEAS mo __ " ening, 
Pr. Gillics' Coll, vol, il, p. 456. 
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W ening, warming and influencing. Chriſti— 
ans ſhould alſo bewail their failings, infir- 
mities, deadneſs, coldneſs, narrownels, and 
unprofitableneſs one to another; to ſee 

whether others have been in the ſame caſe; 
what courſe they took; and what remedy 
they procured. Many ſouls may periſh 
through too much modeſty and reſerve. 


In the prophets time, when proud ſcorners 
talked vainly, and did what they liſt, then 
they that feared the Lord ſpake often one 
to another. No doubt, they ſpake of God, 


of his counſels, and of his works and ways: 
of his providence and goodnels, and of the 


baſcneſs of atheiſtical thoughts. Would 


chriſtians thus mcet and exchange words 


and notions, they might build up one an- 


other; they might heat and inflame one an- 


other; and they might ſtrengthen and en- 
courage one another as the brethren did 


laint Paul. And have we not an expreſs 
command for this duty of conference?“ 


Thus ſhall ye ſay every one to his neigh- 


bour, what hath the Lord anſwered, and 


what hath he ſpoken.“ 


Tux doctrine here taught, Mr. Ambroſe 
actually put in practice every Wedneſ- 


day evening, (eſpecially during the winter.) 


He 


E Jer. xxii, 253 
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He has given us ſeven of the principal e 
rules of converſation, to which his people 
ſubſcribed; and he has added a variety 


of queſtions on experimental divinity, 
Which they diſcuſſed and anſwered; and 
nothing, I think, can reflect greater luſtre MM} 
on the wiſdom and piety of theſe people, Wy 
than the 500 reſponces and improvements Wt; 
annexed to the ſeveral heads of diſcourſe; Ho 
or more happily illuſtrate the utility of unit- We: 
ing experimental converſation in private, We: 
to the practical inſtructions of the pulpit. Wc 


; 

4 
a 
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THr1s chapter ſhall conclude with a ſum- MW 
mary of two religious Societies winch the Wb: 
divine providence hath raiſed up at differ- Wt! 


ent times, in the city of London, About 
the year 1677. the awakening ſermons of 
Dr. Horneck, and Dr. Woodward, together 
with the morning Lectures of Mr. Smithies “ 
at Cornhill, were eminently owned in the Mb: 
converſion of many young men. Some of a 
theſe had been virtuouſly educated ; and 
others had led the molt diſſolute lives; but p 

P 

P 
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being now awakened to a view of the divine 

perfections, and of his great love in the giftof 

bie Son, Jeſus Chriſt; and having a ſenſe of tl 

their own miſery and guilt, they came ſe- HP 

verally to their miniſter's houſe for counſel 

and comfort. It happened providentially 
OBE 


6230 


ect once a week for converſation and 


ty, prayer.“ Theſe young men,” ſays Dr. 


nd FWoodward* © ſoon found the beneſit of 


their conferences one with another, by 
which (as ſome of them told me with joy) 


"$0 
5-2 
4 


nts they better diſcovered their own corruptt- 


le; ons, the devil's temptations, and how to 
Ut- Wcountermine his {ubtle devices, as to which 


ite, Weach pcrion communicated his experiences 


it. to the reſt,” 


became fo great, as to form upwards of 
thirty claſſes, or ſmall ſocieties : the mini- 


office it was to pray, and open the conver- 
lation ; to introduce the text appointed to 
be diſcuſſed at the preceeding meeting; 


W which were appointed to charitable pur- 


promote the reformation of manners. Their 
Paſtors, mean while, continued to meet 


power for their advancement and comfort. 


Ir 


Account of the Religious Societies in London, ch. ii. 


one day, that many of them came on the 
ple ſame errand : fo they mutually agreed to 


Ix a little while the increaſe of converts 


ers finding it impoſſible to meet them all, 
were obliged to nominate Stewards, whoſe 


Wand to make the weekly contributions, 


poles, and eſpecially to ſuch as tended to 


them occaſionally; and to do all in their 


2 
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(26) 


formed, he ſpake of them in very favour- 
Tillotſon, 


x sT HA n of ſcattering"them, theſe perſe- 
_ cutions ſerved only to invigorate their faith, 


from the lukewarm and leſs affected mem- 


bers. They ſurvived every aſſault, ull the 
death oftheir worthy paſtors; but when the 
fhepherds were removed their ſheep were 


22 


ſcattered. 


IT is worthy of remark, that in moſt re- 
vivals of religion, there has ſefdom been 
much perſecution, till the wieked recover- 8 
ed from their amazement and ſaw their 
neighbours reproving them by inſtruction 8 
and example. So it happened to theſe So- 
cieties. Early in the reign of James the II. 
when the court was crouded with: papiſts ; Wl 
through the miſrepreſentations of ſome ſuſ- 
picious perſons, or falſe brethren; they ſol 
tar were expoſed to its jealouſy, as to be 
obliged to ſubſtitute the name of clus for 
_ that of ſociety; and to remove from their 
beloved retirement to a room in a Coffee- 
houſe. Thus, while they employed the 
wiſdom of the ſerpent, they retained the 
innocence of the dove. A ſecond ſtorm alſo 
fell upon them from the biſhop of London; 
but when his lordſhip became better in- 


able terms: fo alſo did the archbiſhop || 


to unite their hearts, and to e them || 


1 


XZ Tar ſecond of theſe Societies was form- 
Fed by the late venerable Mr. Weſley. In 
2738 he returned from Georgia, and preach- 


Morgiveneſs of ſins, and juſtiſication by 
aich. Many were awakened and claſſes 
were formed. almoſt in a ſimilar manner to 
r. Horneck's. None of theſe worthy men 
ad any wer deſign of doing this; but 
ere led 
Ndence of God. The latter, was intending 
to return to his fellowſhip at Oxford ; but 
while he was detained to preach in town, 


comfort. At length, he judged it moſt 


them, to deſire them to call together on 
E Thurſday evening. The firſt night he was 


met by twelve perſons ; and after ſinging 


lone. This is the limple form of a metho- 
diſt claſs, which has continued invariably 


as known, Mr. Weſley ſaw himſelf ſur- 
| rounded by three hundred perſons, Who 

earneſtly requeſted him to take the charge 
| of their Hale It was then, that his eyes were 


ęd m moſt of the churches of London, what 
ere then called new doctrines ; viz. the 


ep by ſtep, according tothe provi- 


ſeveral perſons who had been awakened by 
his ſermons, came to him for advice and 


Wconvenient for himſelf and profitable for 


and prayer, he enquired into the ſtate of 
their minds, and gave them advice one by 


the ſame to the preſent day. After this 


opened to diſcover his duty, from which 
5 3 


( 28 ) ; 
he never departed for more than half a cen- 
turxy, till he had finiſhed his courſe with joy, 

Ir ought not to eſcape obſervation, that 
Mr. Weſley had infimtely the advantage 
over his predeceſſors ; firſt, by ſecuring to WM ” 
theſe ſocieties a ſucceſſion and a variety ol 
zealous and holy preachers ; and ſecondly, 
by enlarging the ſphere of his labours. 
whereby de travelled near 200,000 miles, M1 
and preached about 40, coo ſermons. When 
a worthy paſtor is ſuccceded in the eſta- 
bliſhment by a youth from the univerſity, 
his doctrines are often derided as enthu- 
Haſm, and his diſcipline is rejected as fana-M 
tical and ſevere. Now, alihough Mr, Wel-l 
ley remained cloſely MGR Re. and ſtrong- 
ly attached to the church of England; yet 
he refuſed to be ſo far fettered with its g- 

vernment as to injure the work in which 
he was engaged. This maxim with him] 
was indiſpenfible, © Do nothing withouth 
God -* and by following the openings of 
providence ; by unwearied labours and 
travels; by univerſal knowledge and ex- 
perience, be has been enabled to lay 
down ſuch rules, and to eſtabliſh ſuch aſi 
form of diſcipline, as, we hope, will pre 
ferve the purity, and ſecure the progreſs off 
Methodiſm to the lateſt ages of the world. 
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XX) HEN we firſt ſeriouſly reflect on 


Hal, we find ourſelves every way embar- 
„alled, and the more we reflect the more 1s 
Pur cinbarrailnent increaſed. We have loſt 
thc image and favour of God through ori— 


Ind covered ourſelves with guilt and ſhame 


ares of life afford us, indeed, a tempora— 


ich 


Wo forget our wretchedneſs and to forget 


Wand experiments, that their nature is too 
5 grols, their variety too ſcanty, and their 
| uration too tranſient to gratify the nobler 

a 
h a 
s offÞ®ately corrupted by the enjoyment, or 
1d, {Wrritated by the privation of things which 


AP. fre accounted genuine telicity, Should 
* D | we, 


en WF Y Y theſtate and the immortality of the 


Final fin, and we have added to our miſery 
By actual tranſgreſſions. The pleaſures and 
y retreat, and are equally an inducement 


Pur God. We lind, however, by a thou- 


Yowers of the ſoul. We are, therefore, 
cally unhappy amidſt the numerous plea- 
pre-Wures and comforts of life; and are alter- 


— 


(30) 


we, for inſtance, amuſe ourſelves with the 
gaiety of company, the ſallies of wit, or 
taſte the delicacies of the ſumptuous feaſt ; 


even here we find ſome Mordicai who with- 47 
holds the tribute of our fancied honour; or 


the more terrible writing of our own con- 
ſcience which utterly ſpoils our joy. 
Should we next retreat from the ſnares of 
company to purſue the charms of reading 
and ſcience ; ſhould we peruſe the nume- 
rous volumes of hiſtory both ancient and 
modern, and entertain ourſelves on the 
great theatre of human life, where we ſee 
every character delineated but our own; 
ſhould we tread the beguiling regions of 


fiction or romance, where the tancy Þ 


ſpreads a paradiſe to her adventurer, and 
exhauſts his ſpirit with proſpects of 1ma- 
ginary bliſs : we cloſe the book, and are 
again ſurrounded with inquietude and diſ- 
ſipation. Should we at length diſcover 
that fin 1s the ſource of all our evils, 
and finally ſeek our antidote in a courſe of 
benevolence and charity ; ſhould we aſpire 
at the morality of the phariſee, or at the 
virtue of the philoſopher : we ſhall ſoon 
perceive that their ſyſtems are too refined 
for mere human nature, and be diſguſted to 
ſee the moraliſts themſelves falling ſo infi- 
nitely ſhort of their precepts — 


Is 


9 
n Is it poſſible then, that the Deity whoſe 
. © wiſdom, power and goodnels, are fo conſpi- 
Ccuous in all his works, ſhould have excepted 
the human ſpecies ? Has he left a chaſm 
in the creation? Are there no enjoyments 
& worthy the nature of man, or pleaſures 


[Ef which augment his happineſs ? Yes, can- 
did reader, he has amply provided for his 
„ inſtruction by a ſeries of revelations, and 
: for his direction and comfort by the 
1 grace of his Holy Spirit. It is through 
. | theſe ſacred mediums, and only through 
» | thele that we diſcover the greatneſs of his 
love in the gift of his Son Jeſus Chrilt ; 


the doctrines of atonement and reconcili- 
ation; the neceſlity of regeneration and 
{ holineſs ; and the delightful proſpetts of a 
life to come. It is here we diſcover, that 
the eternal Jehovah, not the corruptible 
creature, is our proper happineſs and en- 
joe er eder. 


Now it will readily be granted by eve- 
ry intelligent chriſtion that, as man has 
need to be taught the doctrines of truth by 
revelation; ſo he has need to be directed 
in the practice by the experience of others. 
We have much reaſon to bleſs God, who 
condeſcended to our weakneſs and cauſed 
the holy Scriptures to be written in a per- 
0-2 Tpicuity 


(32) 


ſpicuity and ſimplicity exceeding all other 
writings; they are not, however, clearly 


underſtood by a mind juſt riſing above the? 
corruptions of fin, and the blindneſs of | | 
nature. The roads through a country i 
may be very plain to the natives; but 


they are not ſo to a ſtranger ; he has need 


of a guide, or, of the molt accurate di- 


rections—Nothing, I think, has ever al- 
tected me more than to hear the experi- 
ence of ſome who were converted to God, 
before they had any other aſliſtance, be- 
ſides the ſacred volume; eſpecially when 
I have conſidered, how much they ſuffer- 


ed from little things which an experienced 
perlon could have removed by a ſingle Þ 
word. Men of the ſtrongeſt underſtand- 


ing and fineſt imagination are not leſs ex- 
empt than thoſe who are more ignorant and 
dull. The caſe of Mr. John Bunyan, one 
ol the happieſt geniuſes that the church 
produced in the laſt century, is ſelected as 
an inſtance. He was convinced by hear- 
ing lome religious diſcourſe between three 
women of Bedford: and having no further 
alliſtance he took the Bible for his guide. 


0 


Here he read that he muſt be juſtified by 
faith ; and © without faith” ſays he © I faw 
* I muſt utterly periſh,” He read again, 
that if he had fach as a grain of mung 
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ſeed, he could remove a mountain or per- 


form the moſt aſtoniſhing prodigies. For 
{ome weeks his diſtreſs upon this account 
exceeded all deſcription ; one while di- 
pairing of mercy ; and another, about to 
try the miraculous power of his faith. In 
this ſituation, a religious connexion would 
have been of infinite benefit to his mind, 
as the greateſt novice in the church could 
calily have ſhown him the difference be- 
tween a miraculous and juſtifying faith, 
and directed his conſcience to its proper 


lource of purity and comfort. 


WI will next conſider the caſe of thoſe 


who are awakened under a miniſtry where 


divine truths are happily taught, and 
where the ſcriptures are prattically 1m- 


proved ; and particularly enquire whether 
it be neceſſary for them to communicate 


their experience to others, or whether the 
bare miniſtry be altogether ſufficient. 
It mult be allowed, that their advantages 
are inconceiveably greater than the other, 


and it muſt be allowed alſo, that in many 


relpects their caſe is exactly ſimilar ; be- 


cauſe, whatever be their natural, or ac- 
quired abilities, they have every thing to 


learn concerning their chriſtian wartare, 
and the operations of the Holy Spirit. 
—_— Do And 
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And though the ſermons they hear be oa 
practical, and happily ſuited to the con- af 
gregation at large; et m Ay the circum- WW 
ances which molt diſtrels them be over- 
looked, or being but little acquainted with 
ſpiritual things, they may not diſtinctly 
apprehend the doctrines intended for their 
inttrofion and comfort. All that entcr 
ona religious courſe are expoled to a world 
of temptations and fears, which greatly 
retard their progreſs, and not unfroque ut- 
Iy turn them out of their way. Some- 
times it is repreſented to them, as very. 
hard, that they ſhould be deprived Of al 1 
the plea ures and enjoyments of lite, and 
ex poſed to the frequent ridicule and con- | 
tempt of their colleagues; that the good- 
nels and mercy of God are ſuch as to ren- | 
der it perfectly ſafe to defer their repen- | 
tance till a later period of life, or till 
| 
{ 
| 


they be more diſengaged from company 
and butinels. Finding, at other times, 
_ great terror of conſcience, and a ſenſe of 
| God' s diſpleaſure, they imagine that their 
day of grace is palt, that their ſins are 
irremiſſible, becauſe they have violated | 
all their vows and pious reſolutions ; er, 4 
that having ſinned wilfully after receiving 4 
the knowledge of the truth; there remain- i 
eth no more {or no other) ſacrifice for - 
| 9 
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So they fall from pretumption to diſpair: 
and their caſe is the more deplorable, as 
none that could afford them genuine allit— 
tance are acquainted with their ſecret dii- 
treſſes. Frequently, indeed, they have 
formed the lavdabic reſolution to alk ad- 
vice of ſome wile and experienced perſon, 
and they have been as frequently deterred 
by fear and ſhame, or by the conſideration 
of their paſt inconſtancy. | 


THERE arc few men under the COCONOMY 
of the golpel, who have not felt repeated 
convictions for. fin, and {trong defires to 
repent and turn to God: but, as the ten- 
der blolloms diſplay their beauty. at noon, 
and are nipt at night by the chilling froſt; 
ſo are theſe pious relolutions extinguithed 
by the ſnares of company, or by a relaple 
into ſome pleaſing and beſetting fin. And, 
it is moſtly allowed by thole who have 
overcome at laſt, that had their good im- 
preſſions been ſeconded by the company 
and counſel of wife and ſpiritual chriſtians ; 
their converſion would have taken place 
at a much earlier period than it did. Mr. 
Baxter, after long experience and the 
matureſt reflection, was ſo perſuaded of 
the neceſſity of ſuch aſſiſtance, as to re- [ 
commend 1t to all penitents, in the molt. 
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proſling terms. * Never ſays he,” expe: M 
that all thy books or ſermons, thy prayers *; 


or meditations {ſhould ſerve thy turn with- 
out the advice and counſel of thy paſtor ; 
lor that were deviling to prove God's officers 
needleſs to his church. If thou be an ig- 


norant or an unconverted ſinner, go to 


thy miniſter, and enquire what thou muſt 
do to be ſaved : and if thou hve where 


there are none who are thus able and 
ling to direct thee, remove if thou can, 
to them that are.” An expreſſion of the 
celebrated Oltervaid, is ſomewhat ſtronger : 
It is certain, ſays he, © that multitudes 
C6 47 8 3 EE | | 
periſh for want of laying themſelves 
open to their ſpiritual phy fician. 


As for thoſe who have already experi- 


enced a work of regeneration, who have 
_ often taſted the delights of religious con- 
verſation, and can reflect upon them, as 
on the molt plealing interviews they have 
had with mortals ; few arguments I ſhould 
| think would be wanted to invite them to 
the weekly ; or toinduce them (ſuppoling 
they belong to other communities) to inſti- 
tute theſe ſocial means among one another. 
It muſt be apparent to every candid may of 
FVV 3 thine” 
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that if a communication of experience was 


neceſſary to aſſiſt and direct us when we 
firſt came to God, it is ſtill neceilary to 


confirm us in him, to quicken our devotion, 
and to invigorate all our virtues. Perſuaſion 
1s, therefore, more requiſite than conviction. 
And, as we all feel a ſtrong propenſity to 
hear the experience of others; as we with 
to be informed how their ſcruples were 
removed, their dilfculties ſurmounted, 


and their paſſions ſubdued ; as we wilh to 
F their joy, to ſhare in their woe, 

and to know whether our own ſtate be 

moſtly conſonant to the ſtate of others, or 


partake o 


wholly peculiar to ourſelves : I am the 


more encouraged to hope that this little 


performance will not be altogether unat- 
- tended with ſucceſs. Es 


 Howrvrn, in recommending 

ly claſles to that part of the religious 
world who have no practical knowledge 
vi their excellency, one labours under con- 
ſiderable diſadvantages, as it is not the 
theory, but a courle of experience that 


can afliſt the mind to a juſt conception of {1 


their utility and worth. All one can do, 
is to refer them to ſome favourable mo- 
ment in which they have heard the expe- 
rience of others; or, to the infinite ſatil- 
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faction and improvement they have deriv- 


ed from the peruſal of ſacred biography | 


and experimental diaries. Whether it be, 
that books of this nature afford us greater 
edification and comfort; or whether we 
feel ourſelves peculiarly intereſted for our 
fellow pilgrims who have indulged hopes 
and encountered fears ſimilar to our on; 
but in moſt family libraries, they are much 
more tattered with uſe than thoſe which 
treat on the leading doctrines of Chriſtian- 


| 1ty : although the latter may be written in 
far greater ey of ſentiment, and ele- 
| ganceof ſtyle. The one gives us a view Þ 
of truth in dry detail, the other diverſi fies 


the ſame truth with characters, circum- 
ſtances, and intereſting events: it applies 


it to our caſes and wants, and equally en- 
tertains us with the hiſtor * of providence | 


and grace. 


Ir ought not however, to be underſtood, 


that a knowledge of theſe writings was 
ever intended as a ſubſtitute for mutual 


commumon. Their true deſign is to re- 


vive and cultivate it. A bare acquaintance 
with the piety of the dead is not a diſ- 


charge of our duty to the living; nor 
always a ſuthcient reſource of inſtruction 


on every great and unexpected occaſion: 


They 


1 


They are, indeed, replete with excellencies 
and beauties; but they are not ſocial friends, 
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and living tutors. They afford us a very 


high degree of edification and comfort; but 
they make us ſolicitous for an union of. 


ſpirit with others of our fellow chriſhans. 
who poſleſs or are deſirous to poſleis a fi- 
milar ſhare of wiſdom and piety. And ut 


may moſtly be remarked, that when we 
hear people ſpeak their own experience, 


there 18 ſomething in their voice and man- 
ner, which ajletts us with ſuch a degree 


of ſympathy, tenderneſs, and conviction. 
of their ſincerity as cannot be communi- 
| cated to the mere reader. When the under- 
ſtanding and heart intcreſt themſelves on 


{o momentuous a ſubject, the tongue em- 
ploys an eloquence which the greateſt 
adepts in biography are unable to imitate. 


It follows of courſe, that mutual commu- 
nion can have no finer models, nor does 


it require a ſtronger recommendation than 


| thole excellent and entertaining books 
which all ages have received with avidity, 
and whoſe authors they have ever conſi- 
dered with veneration and reſpect. And 
the virtuous motives which have induced 
men of real delicacy, to write and publiſh 


their experience to the world, 1s alone, a 
motive ſufficient to induce us, ſo far to 
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follow their une as to do it in a verbal 


manner, and within the limited ſphere of 


our more intimate friends and daily Com- 
panions. 


Ir mull be acknowledged, notwithſtand— 
ing, that w hen we firſt invite the | newly 
awakened to join usinthe ule of thoſe focial 
means, they mo ollly teel an nconven: nt de- 
greece of baſlfulneſs and timidic hub this 1s 


no argument. whatever age ainſt their utility, 


as We Seel much the ſame ſenſations whe 1 


entering on lome new engagements of life, 
or when lirfi introduced 
of our ſupertors, Mutual communion 


notw ithſlauding, 1s lo far from ofte ring any 


violence to our feelings that the want of 1t 


has ever been conſidered as a great infeli— 


city. This may be clearly proved from 


a fact which is untver ally known and uni- 
verſally received. 9 
ful, unbiaſſed by cuſtom, or prompted by 


command, have opened an epiſtolary cor- 


| reſpondence, and from time to time have 
communicated, to each other the whole of 


their experience. Hereby they have en- 
joyed every bleſſing both of moral friend- 
ſhip, and ſocial piety which their diſtant 
ſituation would admit. There are now 
extant in every chriſtian tongue, an infi- 
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In all ages, the faith- 
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Z nite variety of ſpiritual letters, which form 


1 N 


dur theological writing; which deciſively 
_— evincc that a communication of experience 


is congenial to the avowed feelings of 
every chriſtian ; and which ever confeſſes 


; 


that it is neither fo pleaſing nor advanta- 


2 gcous to do it by letter, as to do it in the 
2 preſence of one's friend and accompanied 
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CHAP. tt. 


The advantages of mutual communion 10 an 5 


⁊ndividual to religious ſociety. 


Ha conſidered the neceſſity of 


ſpiritual counſel to direct the awaken- 
ed mind; having paid ſome attention 10 


the great utility of experimental writings ; 


and having ſhewn from the voluntary pro- 


ductions of ſpiritual letters, that mutual 
communion within the ſphere of conli- 
dence and friendſhip offers no violence to 
the feelings of the molt delicate chriſtian: 
I proceed, next, to point out ſome of the 
more 1mportant advantages which are de- 


rived from the communication of exper1- 


_ ence eſtabliſhed in the weekly claſſes. Theſe 


converſations differ nothing materially 
from thoſe we may have with a friend, on- 


ly they open a greater variety of caſes, and 


afford one the pleaſing indulgence of hear- 


ing much and of ſaying little, . 
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ph ſuſler from ſecret temptation, or o 
perſecution; Whether he be tried by in- 
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Tux firſt advantage which offers itſelf te 
our notice, is the relief and comfort which 


a penitent receives by communicating ot 
his various diſtrefles and fears. In every 


ſpecies of trouble, the conſolation of n 
friend is a real felicity ; and it may be reck- 


= oned an aggravation ol our miſerv when 
= we have no one to whom we can diſcloſe 


our heart. Whoever, therefore, opens 
his ſtate with an artlels hmplicity, whether 


1 


ward corruptions, or outward embarrail- 


ments, his complaints will meet a pathetic 


reception, and awaken in his brethren 
every delicate feeling both of human ſym- 
pathy and of chriſtian regard. They will 


recall the many ſimilar ſcenes through 
which they have paſſed, they will enter in- 


to his ſentiments and moſt feelingly ſhare 


1n his grief. It he be aſſaulted by feartul and 


dubious temptations ,they will remavethem 


by expoling their fallacy, and by aſſiſting 
him to more 8 views of the goodnels 


and mercy of God. If he ſtill continue 
gloomy and dejected, and pouring out his ſad 


complaint, they will comfort and ſupport 
him by happily applying the promiſes, by 
{lowing him how exactly they expreſs his 
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' miſery and point out his ſtate, and how 


the grace they hold forth is covenanted in 


the moſt ablolute and definitive manner to 
all perſons in his ſituation : they will ſhow 
him the perſon and glory of Chriſt, the 
unbounded efficacy and extent of his 


death, and his infinite compaſſion and rea- es 


dineſs to ſave mankind. If he be diſtreſſed 
for a ſenſe of God's pardoning love, or to 
be reſtored to the joy of his ſalvation, 
they will account his diſtreſſes their,own, 
rad Join his fervent and repeated intercel- 
 fions.,to obtain of their heavenly Father. 
If he be perſecuted by men, or chaſtened 
of the Lord, they will refer him to the 
numerous examples of virtue and forti- 
tude ; or ſupport him by arguments of 
patience and ſubmiſſion: they will aſſure 
him that his afflictions are tokens of the 
Redeemer's love : and if he were better ac- 
quainted with the ſecret cauſes of his ſe- 
verer providence, {hould no longer wiſh to 
counſel his wiſdom or direct his choice. 
After this manner it is, that the Holy Ghoſt 
| hath enjoined us to preach good tidings 


to the meek, to bind up the broken heart- 3 


ed, and to comfort all that mourn—to re- 
Joice with them that do rejoice, and weep 
with them that weep, _ 

5 A SECOND 


r . — wum en 
os ited, IE nn N . . * * NES , 5 2 F 8 N * n N 
5 Nen n * * - N * * ” - \ © 8 FG 8 A FR, Ende y . A 3 8 E 6. 2 > 6 eons . y 
wm Nh IG SR Ee En nec, 8 3 o r 1 4 3 * C 2 r 
5 . „ . 42S ͤůF;̃ 1 . 6 ̃ĩ ͤ—UU. . ., 2 \ e RE SRO EO 2 I WL, 2 
2 FS 3 8 5 „/ $4 ADIOS we WII 8 „„ TTT T - re 
4 - wy LAs Roy tb 2 OF, IS - Is * . . 1 4 e 8 2 
SH J re wp. 7 1 5 Ay: 4 x I . . or . 3 >; n A 


Nee 
N 0 BL es IO AS 
4 REN FAD 


f 


* 5g 
1 
1 
Se 
N 


1 grace and comfort that others have receiv- 
ed of the Lord. No conſideration can be 
more animating to him than to hear the 
experience of one who is juſt delivered 
from guilt and condemnation, who is ex- 
gulting in the joys of remiſſion, who is ex- 
horting all to praiſe the Lord and to truſt 
in his word. \ 
of ihe mercy of God, and ſo determined 
to (eck it, as to beſiege the throne of grace, 
2 2nd to ſeize the blefiing by the ſacred vio- 
By .cnce of importunity and faith. The con- 


general revival. 


e e 
A SEcoND advantage is the holy emu- 


lation and courage with which it tends to 


inſpire the penitent upon hearing of the 


He is hereby, ſo perſuaded 


-orfion of his fellow chrithan not only fur- 


niſhes him with a new argument to plead 
with God, but is often a means of quicken- 
inga whole ſociety, or productive of a more 
Moreover, the fincere 
and conſcientious believers are often ex- 
tremely diſtreſſec to find in themſelves 
emotions of {elf and pride, or tempers 
2 contrary to the love of God and man, and 
their faith is weak as to the great promiſe 
ok the New Covenant, becauſe ſome have 

laid that our deliverance from fin muſt be 
co-cval with our deliverance from the bo- 


, 
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dy. Now when they hear the experience 
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CCC ik 
of any of thoſe happy ſew, whoſe exterior 
piety adds luſtre to their teſtimony ; I ſay 
when they hear how the Lord has ſaved - 
them from all obduracy and unbehef; how 
he has ſhone upon their ſoul with the glo- 
rious light of faith and perfect love: how 
he has filled them with joy unſpeakable, and 
lo ſealed them with the abiding comforter, 1 
that like Stephen in martyrdom, or Paul!“ 
and Silas in priſon, they feel the utmoſt com- 
paſſion towards their moſt inveterate perle- | 
cutors. Their words will be animating as 
the words of Caleb and Joſhua were to the | 
men of Iſrael. The weak behever will! 
then receive the promiſe of entire ſanctifi- [7 
cation with a grateful confidence, and 
meekly aſpire at that purity of heart which 
is requiſite for the viſion of God. In fine, 
whether we hear the converſation of the 
wile ; whether we are moved with the fer- 
vent devotion and zeal of others; or whe- 
ther we perceive their fimplicity, meek- 
nels, and humility, we ſhall be covered 
with a holy ſhame on account of our ma- 
nifold infirmities and defects, and ſtimulat- 


ed to aſpire at thoſe higher degrees of 


wiſdom and virtue which diſtinguith their 
character, and adorn their life, 
9 8 „ e 
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jected believers, or to thoſe that are reco- 


and few there are indeed, who have not at 
ſome time or other been ſtrongly tempted 
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expoſed to gloomy reaſoning concerning 


they are altogether ſuperior to every temp- 
tation of this nature; mean while, they 
have not the leaſt ſuſpicion of the latent 


them to levity, unwatchfulneſs, and pride. 
In ſuch caſes, the Holy Spirit is grieved, 


” forts, he expoſes them to dubious reaſon- 
ings and temptations concerning their ſtate 


| groom and dejection of ſome other believers |} 


(47) 
A TarirD advantage ariſing from the 
weekly claſſes, is the encouragement and 
aſſurance they afford to all weak and de- 


vering from ſome inconſtancy or relapſe ; 
to doubt the reality of their converſion, or 


the evidences of their acceptance. During 
the period of their firſt love, 1t 1s true, 


evils of their heart which are apt to feed. 
upon their comforts, aud inceſſantly projege 


and withdraws or ſuſpends his ſacred com- 


and experience, in order that they may ac- 
quire abetter acquaintance with themſelves, 
and learn in future to be more humble, and 


keep themſelves in the love of God. The 


does not proceed ſo much from a want 
of piety as from nervous dilorders and 
from a habit of looking too much at their 

; „ paſt 


* 


(480 


ttle at the grace and ability of the Lord 


Jeſus. They fear that their repentance 


and faith were inſincere, that their tranſi- 
cnt comforts were the emotions of paſh- 

on, and not the genuine gift of the Holy 
Gh. }{t, Now as both thele deſcriptions of 


weak believers, are far more candid and 
liberal in judging the ſlate of others than 
their own, they. will receive very much 
infiruction and afſurance from a frequent 
hearing of their. experience. They wil 
inſta nuly 1 perceive that others are incom- 


moded with a corrupted nature, expoſed 
to reaſonings and temprations, and liable 


to vic! finides of mind in common with. 


themiclves ; they will read their own ex- 
perience in the experience of others, which 


of courſe will afford them a high degree 
of ſatisfaction, and enable them clearly to 


diſtinguiſh between the emotions of paſſion 
and the conſolations of the bleſſed Spirit. 


From a review of the whole, they will 


eaſily conclude, that although they have 


not the faith of the more advanced, they 
have nevertheleſs the faith of the more 


feeble children of God. Elated by theſe 
hopes, ſupported by theſe evidences, they 


Vill approach their heavenly F ather with 
a filial 


ty fins and preſent infirmities, and too 
| | 
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ſinfulneſs and miſery. 


A Four, and more important con- 


ſideration yet remains, which illuſtrates 
the utility of the weekly claſſes to higher 


advantage: there is no mode of divine 
5 . . * 4x - 
Z worſhip or of ſocial edification that ſo hap- 


pily tends to enlarge the flame of our mu- 
tual love and affection. Love is the bright- 
eſt ſtar in the conſtellation of our chriſtian 


virtues; and accordingly has been more 


ſtrongly inculcated in the Scriptures than 
any other. A new commandment, lays Je- 


ſus, / gv unto you, that ye love one another ; 


and again, Love one another as I have loved 
you. He that loveth not his brother, ſays 


John, abidethi in death, Chriſtian churches 


and religious ſocieties are not ene hy leg 
8; 


covenants or combined by ſecular intereſ 


but by the more hallowed ties of mutual 
affection. Love is their ſole bond and ſoul. 


of union; and all obedience which does 


not proceed from it is conſidered beneath 


the 


= a filial confidence, and converſe with the 
ſacred ſource of light and love till dark- 
> nels be ſcattered and their hearts enlarged 
> with his comfort and grace; and till they 
are as fully aſſured of their pardon and 
acceptance as they were conſcious of their 


(30 


the chriſtian character, and unworthy ti. 
divine acceptance. Love is their peculiar 7 


or moſt diſtinguiſhing characteriſtic; and 


has done more towards diſarming the ma- 


4 


lice and gaining the eſteem of their ene- 
mies than one can readily believe. See, ſaid 
the heathen, how theſe chriſtians love one d. 
mother. & And fo ſaid the Lord Jeſus, By {his 
 fhall ul men know tat ye are my dijciples, 


rf. ye love one another. Whatever mean 


therefore is beſt calculated to further its 
growtli and bring it to maturity, ought to 
be cultivated with the utmoſt aſſiduity and 
care. And, as it is a received maxim in 
Theology, that we love God in proportion 
as we know him; ſo allo with regard to 

our brethren. We may, it is granted, know 
that theybelong to for Son they keep 
his commandments ; and by being mem- 
bers of the ſame church, by a knowledge 
of their amiable temper, and by the daily 
habits of friendſhip we way have contract- 


ed a very ſtrong attachment; yet are we 


incapable of knowing and conſequently of 
loving as thoſe who diſcloſe their expert- 
ence in mutual confidence. Where a com- 


munication of experience is neglected, we Þ 


Vide, inquiunt, ut invicem ſe diligunt, Tertul. Apol. 


cap. 39. 
| Call 
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can be acquainted only with the exterior 
Z chriſtian ; but where it is improved, we 


'r -© lee the interior; and diſcover at once the 
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d 3 happy correſpondence between their 


W. 4 outward walk, and their inward p12 - 
ty. And, having long been accuſtomed to 
lay open our hearts, andto ſympathize in 
all our temptations and diſtreſſes, to cdily 
and comfort one another in the Lord. our 
love muſt have grown in proportion to our 


n taith, and in proportion to the perſuaſion | 
we have of each others piety : we muſt 
have formed an intimacy of the moſt ſacred. 


kind, and ſuch an union of ſpirit as none 
can know, but thoſe who know ut by hap— 
Es py experience. It is then, and not til] then 
that we become acquainted with: the purer 
= charms of rehg 
real endearments winch ſubſiſt among the 


5 children of God. 


Moro Communion is further recom- 
© mended by its being a molt powerful pre- 


relapſe into any of their former ſins. And in- 
deed, the far greater part of choſe who have 


their 


gious ſociety, and with the 


ſervative to all young proleſlors, againlt a 


2 reſolved to quit their vain and wicked 
| courſe, and to dedicate the ſubſequent part of 
heir life to God have found upon trial that 


{ 
| 
1 


— 


— — - — — 2 — 
—— — ͤ — — — 


H 
1 
N 
4] 
H 
: 
y 
; 


9 YE 
their feeble reſolutions were, at firſt, unequal 
to the ſorce of temptation. Their vows in 
the morning were violated in the evening, 
becaule they were not the offspring of vir- 
tuous habits, but the reſult of chagrin and 
fear, or of remorle for recent guilt, Sel- 
dom, therefore, did they ſurvive the aſſualt 
of repeated temptation. And even the 
irongelit of thoſe who ltand alone, and are 
indifferent as to the counſel and communi- 
on of ſaints, ſeem to be ſtrangely inſenſible 


of the dangers to which they arc expoſed. 
Were any pleaſing or lucrative vice to 


preſent 1tlelf, they are deſtitute of all re- 


Uraint and admonition from the church ot 


God. And as their relapſe would be ſup— 


ported by innumerable examples in the 
world, they are the more ealily beguiled by 


that ſatal ſophiſm of fleſhly wiſdom, I may 7 
n to day and repent to morrow. So then, 


they fallin heart beforethey havethe oppor- 
tunity to enjoy either the emollument or 
puleaſure of their favourite vice: they fall 

alone and they have none to lift them up. 
— Now, it is impoſſible for theſe men to 
make much progreſs in religion while they 


keep at a diſtance from God's people, and | 
hide the corruptions of their heart as aſecret 


diſcaſe. Moreover, by concealing their 
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good deſires, they take the moft effectual 


method to extinguiſh them ; but by mak- 
ing them known, they acquire conſiderable 


2 ſtrength and vigour. A religious connec- 


tion would pport them by the happieſt 


arguments and brighteſt examples of faith 
and virtue; and be a moſt valuable ſubſti- 


tute for the coolneſs or loſs of their carnal 
friends. If they be really deſirous of a 
change of heart, they cannot be premature 
in ſecuring a change of company: nor 
ſhould the conſideration of their weakneſs 
and paſt inconſtancy deter them from aſk- 
ing advice and joining the people; for 
God is able to keep them from falling and 
to preſerve them blameleſs unto his ſecond 


coming. The eye of a ſpiritual leader, 
the aflectionate care of their brethren, and 


E their cauſe before the world, would 


be powerful motives againſt their beſetting 
fins, and ſufficiently ſtrengthen them a- 
gainſt the force of future temptations. So 
very animating is the influence of religious 
ſociety upon all its members, that the 

= powers of darkneſs have maniieſtly adopt- 


ed ard purſued the maxim, h:{t to divide, 


and then devour. Eve was deceived in 
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the conſideration, that they have diſcloſed 
their caſe to the faithful, and openly eſ- 
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her huſband's abſence; Joaſh departed 
to Idolatry after the death of Jehoida; 

and Peter denied his matter while warming 


_ himſelf with the wicked. 


=" As mutual communion tends on the 
| one hand to preſerve the inconſtant from 
: gong altray ; ſo it tends on the other to 
purify the church from the daily advances 
of luke-warmneſs and formality. Were it 
the diſtinguiſhing characteriſtic of achriſtian F? 
merely to hear the word, to receive the 
ſacrament, and to talk largely of the hiſ- 
tory and doctrines of Chriſtianity, then 
the formaliſt might fill up his place to ad- 
vantage and credit ; he might diſplay his 
talents and dictate to the ſimple: but 
when he is deſired to favour us with 7 
ſome account of the progreſs which his |? 
ſoul is making in the divine life, he feels a a 
painful emotion, and moſtly replies in a 
negative or evaſive manner. Finding, at 
length, that he cannot diſtinguiſh himſelf 
among a people who wiſh him to tell them 
what he is, rather than what he knows, he 
will be obliged, as well as inclined to re- 
preſs his high pretenſions to experimental 
1 and to content himſelf as a 
bare hearer of the word, inſtead of coming 
. . forward BW 
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Or Iukewarmnels and degenerate pro- 
ſellors it may moſtly be remarked, that 


they ceale to iove their claſs in proportion 


as they ceaſe to love their God. After 
looking their ſpiritual life and comfort; 
aſter cleaving to riches pleaſure, and living 


from day to day without repentance in the 


ſight of God, it becomes a very painful 
talk to ſpeak to others of their ſtate and 
experience; becaule they are filled with! 
pride and ſelf-eſteem in proportion as they 


2 degenerate in humility and the love of 
their Maker. Inſtead, therefore, of meeting 


their brethren with joy, they are looking 


every where for an excuſe, and as much 
with a view to pacify their conſcience as to 
apologize for their abſence. They ſay, it 


is hurry of buſineſs engagement with com- 
pany, or unexpected occurrences which pre- 
vent their meeting. This is their falſehood 


and diſſimulation, when attheſametime it is 


not theſe outward things but their own heart 
which 1s the greateſt impediment. So they 


continue till their brethren deſpair of do- 
ing them good, and are obliged with the 


os utmoſt 


forward as an active and judicious member 
ofthe church of God. 
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utmoft reluctance to diſcontinue their 
names. If this ſevere but neceſſary branch 
of eccleſiaſtic diſcipline were not forced 
there would be no diſtinction between the 
precious and thewile; and our ſocietieswould 
_ degenerate into the ordinary ſlate of mere 
pariſh chriſtians : but if we adhere to the 
true and original deſign of theſe ſocial 
means; if we comfort the feeble, reſtore 


the fallen, and chaſe from among us the 
formal and the vain, we ſhall retain our 
piety and zeal, and be preſerved blameleſs 


and devoted till the earth ſhall be full of 


the knowledge of the Lord as the waters 


cover the lea, 


Ił is finally obſerved, that mutual com- 


munion is infinitely advantageous to our 
public miniſtry, by giving us every neceſ- 

lary information concerning the people's 
ſtate and experience. We are not endow- 
ed with the powers of omniſcience; we 


cannot as the bleſſed Jeſus, reply to the 
Tecret caſes and thoughts of our own audi- 
tors; but by frequently meeting the claſles 


and viſiting from houle to houle, we {hall 


be enabled to make a proper ſelection of | 
ſubjects, and to apply the promiſes or direct 
the threatnings as their caſes may require, WW 


It 
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It is ſolely by the uſerof theſe ſocial maans, 

that the ſpiritual paſtor can learn the va- 
rious effects and ſucceſſes of his word: 

and it muſt afford him the utmoſt ſatisfac- 
tion to hear how believers were ed:{:cd 
and comforted, and the feeble ſtrengthen- 
ed and confirmed: how the tempted were 


ſupported and relieved, and ſinners awak- " 


_ened and converted. His ſoul will be ſo 


encouraged and his hopes ſo revived as to 


return to his labours with renewed vigour. 
= He will ſow in hope, and reap in joy. 
Here it is worthy of remark, that a mi- 


niſter whoſe abilities are cultivated by 


hearing experience and adviſing in caſes 


of conſcience : by removing objettions 


and ſupporting the tempted, acquires a ha- 


bit of preaching much more pertinent and 


41 ws than one Who! improves them mere- 


2 by the efforts of reading and fludv. 


O 


he latter may judicioully explain and 


beautifully illuſtrate the ſacred writings; 


8 . 


he may initructand edify the ignorant, and 


O 


acquire much applaule as an orth .odox and 


popular ſpeaker ; but the for mer opens and 
expoſes the eonſcience, and addreſſes the 


ſinner in the lriking languag ge of his own 


heart. His auditors land ainazed, and not 
unirequently. luppole him to have recciv 
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ed previous informationof alltheirfl ate, and 
to have choſen the diſcourſe peculiarly on 
their account. He gives to every one 
his portion of meat in due ſeaſon; and 
the general ſilence which reigns through 
the aſſembly, proclaims the truth and 
power of bis word to be felt and acknow- 


ledged by all. 


Tuvus, my brethren is our mutual com- 
munion productive of good in every form. Þ } 
It unveils to our view the largeſt ſcale of 
regeneration and holineſs, it lays open the 
devices of Satan, and enriches the mind | 
with an abundant ſtore of knowledge 
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which would not otherwiſe be known. It | 
refines our {ſympathy and adds to our mu- 
tual regard; it fortifies our faith, confirms 


our hope, and gives ſtrength and luſtre 5 | 5 
the whole of our virtues. Above all, 7 
enlarges Our views of the ſocial pps ; | f 
of the celeſtial world ; and it increaſes our L 
communion with God, which is the high- R 


eſt of all human felicity, and the com- 
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Experience ſhould be ſpoken in the fimpleſt 


and molt ingenuous manner, 


N order that the weekly claſſes may cor- 


| en with the preceeding account it is 
eſſentially requiſite that the people ſpeak 

their experience with the utmoſt freedom 
and ſimplicity. And where this method 
is properly attended to, the utility of theſe 
meetings is found to exceed every thing 
advanced 1n their favour. It 1s not, indeed, 


the limits of a ſcanty pamphlet but a life 


of practical knowledge that can adequate-_ 
ly acquaint us with their real excellency 
and worth. We muſt acknowledge, not- 
| withitanding, where the people are defec- 
| tive in either of theſe virtues, and diſco- 
| ver an unwillingnels to open their Nate, 
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the true end of theſe ſocial means is whol- Þ ec 
ly ſubverted, and the devotion rendered W. 
both tedious and unprofitable. When the g w 
Leader deſires them to ſpeak, they reply al 


lor the molt part negligently and evaſive, Þ he 


inſtead of giving a plain and clear account. Þ ag 
They ſay © that they do not find the ſtate Þ la 


of their mind as they could with; and they ar 
are not making that progrels they ought to Þ ol 
do." It is to be remarked, that they ſpeak Þ ol 
_ after this manner when they find their to 
minds dull and heavy, not when they Þ th 
are happy and comfortable, and to lay the Þ 
truth, it is but one degree better than not to 
ſpeak at all; for we can neither edifſy by p: 


hearing what they ſay, nor give them juſt af 
and proper advice. : ee 
V aha 


Ir were much, indeed, to be wiſhed, ] lis 
that all who find their evidence beclouded, is 
or their comforts withdrawn would be ge 
more diligent to enquire into the ſeveral Pl 
_ cauſes, and more ingenuous and honeſt in th 
diſcovering them for our mutual good. th 
Should the Holy Spirit withdraw his com- fa 
fuorts or hide his face, it is for ſome appa- Nc 
rent cauſe, We mult have grieved him, an 
either by unbelieving reaſonings and fears, MW ®5 
_ which bring darkneſs and diſquietude on the 

e mine 


(or) 

mind, though nota ſenſe of guilt ; by wick - 
ed and evil tempers, whichare ever attended 
with ſhame and 1emorle ; or by vain and 
wandering thoughts which deprive us of 
all communion with God, and debaſe our 
hearts to be the common ſource of all im- 
aginary folly and vice. It evidences a very 
large degree of ſacred wiidom when we 
7 are able to trace diſtinctly the ſeveral cauſes 
of our deſertion, and a much larger degree |} 
of real humility when we are as 1 5 | 
r Þ tocommunicate them for the good of o- 

ru — 5 * 


g 
K 
; 
| 


1 e e Hot r 1 HEE . Cunt 2 SES = 8 8 a 1 A 1 } p 


| Now, when Satan has tempted us to any {| 
particular fin, or overcome us by any of the 
aforeſaid evils, he tempts us alſo to con- 
ceal it; becauſe he is well aware that the | 
| works ef darkneſs are unable to bear the 
light, and that ſpeaking of our temptations | 
is the ſureſt way to ſubdue them. He ſug- 


geſts that our diſtreſſes are the more de- | 
plorable, and our {ins more heinous, than | 
thoſe of other men. He ſuggeſts, again, | 


that if we diſcover the whole of our uns 

faithfulneſs and depravity, we ſhall be 

| conſidered as the . 5 of religious ſociety, 

and as the vileſt of human characters. And, 

as everv man is better acquainted with the 
JFF corruption 


$ 
' 
9 4 
= 
: 
[ 
7 i 
' 
4 
1 
: 


(62) 
corruption of his own heart than with any 
other, we are but too apt to beheve him. 
Tt is partly, therefore, through temptation, 
and partly through the prevalence of 
haughty r aſon that many of our brethren, 
are lo frequent indeed to give us a very un- 


fair and partial account of their experience. 


They [peak freely enough of the goodness 
and mercy of God; but they hide, or 
only hint in a dark and obſcure manner 
whatever is diſagreeable and worthy of 
blame: and their weekly teſtimony a- 

mounts to no more than an illuſive frag- 
ment, inſtead of a plain and juſt account. 


Ir 4s of the utmoſt conſequence that 
theſe people be Wer in formed of the na- 
ture of religious ſociety, and of the duties 
which are natually owed by the church of 
God. If ve are deſirous to have any con- 


nection whatever with that bleſſed commu- 


nity, it muſt be as children of the ſame 
father, and as branches of the fame family. 
If we be members of the body of Chriſt, 
we muſt of courſe be members one of an- 
other: and the harmony which ſubſiſts 
betweenthe members of the natural body is 
inſtructive to us of the harmony which ſub- 
ſiſts between the members of the ſpiritual 
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body: eſpecially where they endeavour to 
i keep the unity of the ſpirit in the bond of 
peace, and to be all with one accord in 
one place. In a chriſtian ſociety, it is true, 
we cannot be intimate and acquainted with 
all, but as the Lord Jeſus had a ſelection 
of diſciples and friends who were witneſſes 
of all his words and works; ſo we may ä 
- | chuſea claſs, and aſſociate with thoſe to 
whom we are moſt attached. It is further 
e Þ remarked, that as the converſation is con- | 
_ Þ fined to the ſtate of the foul, and no one f 
| allowed to devulge it elſewhere; as nothing 
is ſaid with regard to private or family con- 
cerns, there can be no juſt cauſe for our 
reſtraint and want of freedom. If we ſuf— 
fer from delicate circumllances, we may 
ſpeak of being tried without entering into 
particulars, and the brethren will feelingly 
pray for our dehverance and comfort. 
| But if we have backſlidden in heart, if we 
are tempted by Satan or tried by our cor- 
| ruptions, we ought to communicate it with- 
cout evaſion and without reſerve. It is of 
conſequence that the ignorant be in- 
ſtructed in the truth of the goſpel, and 
it is of conſequence alſo that the chriſtian 
| warrier be informed of the nature and 
ſtrength of his enemies. We wilh to hear 


of 
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of the 4 of che dld man as well as 
the grace of the new. As the voice of na- 
ture and truth is known when it is heard, 


and as little children win their parents affec- | 


tion by their artleſs tales; ſo are we always 


delighted when we hear a real andoriginal | 
account of a brother's experience. Never, 


therefore let us entertain the thought that 
we ſhall be deſpiſed for telling the truth; 
for, however wile and holy thoſe may now 
betowhomwe ſpeak, their minds were once 
as 1gnorant and their hearts as much depra- 
ved as our own; and the numerous conflicts 
they have had in obtaining the victory, 


have taught them to be the more e 


onate towards the weak. 


Ir is not intended here, to give an) formal 
directions for ſpeaking experience, but only 


» point out what 1s conceived to be wid 


6 n method. And, it is certain, that 
thoſe ſucceed beſt who are much in prayer 
and diligent in communication with God; 


who are frequent and faithful in the duty 9 
of ſelf- examination; and who are accu- | 


rate in obſerving the work of grace upon 
their own ſoul. By living in the divine pre- 
lence they acquire a calmneſs and compo- 
ſure of mind, which railes them above the 


fear 


„ 


fear of man, and above that hurry and 


flutter which the timid often find in ſpeak- 
ing. They relate the ſeaſons they have 


had in public or private devotion; and 


they ſpeak of their temptations and trials, 
their faults and comforts, vith all that eaſe 
and freedom which mark a humble and 
devout mind. They never make the meet- 


ing tedious and dull by a repetition of 


the ſame things from week to week ; by 


uſing little elſe but common place terms; 
or by affecting the ſtyle and manner of o- 
thers. To do lo, is ſure to produce an un- 


En effect - and 1t indicates the foul to. 
r 


that what they ſay is not their own, but 
| borrowed from ſome other perſon. Their 
| experience is always intereſting, original, 


and new, becaule it is impoſſible that the 


Lord ſhould forget them for a whole week; 


or even for a ſingle moment: and the re- 
putation and reſpect they acquire from 0- 


thers is that of fathers and pillars in the 


Ir ought, however, to be obſerved, that 
many very ſerious people are unable to 


peak their experience with the ſame eaſe 
and freedom as thoſe who are endowed 


G with 


with a better elocution. And it ought alfſo 
to be obſerved, that it is ſimplicity and | 
truth, not a ſtudied ſpeech we expect in the | 
_ claſs. We expect to here what God has 
done for their fouls, and to hear it in a 
lain and unſtudied manner. There are 
. indeed, who ſucceed better in ſpeax- 
ing their experience than Colliers, Tinners, 
and other illiterate people who live in the 
country villages. As by of theſe could 
read before their converſion; and as they 
are totally unacquainted with the ordinary 
_ phraſes in which more intelligent chriſtians 
expreſs themſelves; their manner is altoge- 
ther new and peculiar to themſelves. They 
relate as well as they can, the ſinfulnefſs 


and miſery of their former lives; how they 


heard and how they received the goſpel; 
what they ſuffered under convittion for 
ſins; how the promiſes were applied, and 


how the love of God was ſhed abroad in 


their heart. Their manner is diſtinguiſhed 
by acertain boldneſs which ſtrongly evinces 
they feel what they ſpeak ; and the whole of 
their narrative is ſo ingenuous and incapa- 
ble of art as cannot fail to intereſt and en- 
tertain the moſt enlightened believer. 
Moreover, they furniſh us with a moſt de- 
ciſive argument in favour of vital chriſti- 
. e 7 anity. 
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anity. Would we diſcover the native 


beauty and pow F of religion; would we 


triumph over ſcepticiſm and be confirmed 
in the faith, let us go to the ſchool of theſe. 
innocent people, who are taught of God. 


They cannot prove by learned arguments 


the authenticity of the Scriptures, but 
they know that they are true becauſe they _ 


have felt the force of the threatnings and 
taſted the ſweetneſs of the promiſes ; 


they cannot vindicate the miracles and de- 

lend the Godhead of Chriſt, but they know 
that he is glorified with thefather becauſe he 
has given them the Comforter ; they can- 


not contend for the divine authority of the 
chriſtian faith, but they knowthat it is from 


| heaven, becauſe it hath raiſed their ſouls, 
from a carnal ſenſual life, and ennobled it 
with the image and preſence of God. 


IT is laſtly obſerved, that thoſe who are 
weak and dejetted ſhould be careful not to 


give vay to the thought that theirexperience 

1s ſo lov and inconſiderable as not to deſerve 
the attention of thoſe who are more holy 
} and ' intelligent. Such a temptation might 


8 


be as injurious to them on the one hand, as 
preſumptions on the other. As the ſmalleit 


plant 


„„ 
and minuteſt inſect is wogthy the obſerva- 
tion and ſtudy of the greateſt philoſoper; ſo 
is the experienceof the feebleſt child of God 
| + +rorthy the notice and attention of the moſt 
enlightened and diſtinguiſhed chriſtian. All 
thoſe that ſncerely love the Lord, are fin- 
cerely attached to his people; and to com- 
fort and ſepport their weak and feeble 
brethren is not conſidered as a toll, but is 
| :..the moſt pleaſing and inſtructive of all re- 


ne Q 3 
| i gious dutics. 
IF F F 


4 F$-44, lire, 13, after obtain, add it. p. 55, 1. g, dele neſs, p. 60, 1. 5, 
read negatively and evalively, p. 62, 1, 6, read frequently induced 
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